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MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR NOVEMBER 25, 2020 

 
 

Thanksgiving 2020 isn’t only about being 

thankful for the people we love and have 

enriched our lives.  It is about being grateful 

for good health and for those who set a high 

standard for how we care for others in times of 

need.    

I am grateful for the front-line medical 

professionals, police officers, firefighters, 

teachers, delivery people, City staffers, and other essential workers who work every 

day to make our lives easier, despite the increased risk to their own health. 

 

The coronavirus created many disruptions, but it cannot diminish the many positive 

events individuals and families celebrated this year.  Families joyfully welcomed new 

babies and grandchildren in 2020.   There were graduations, weddings, and 

anniversaries that marked important milestones.    

 

This week we learned that there is promising news from three COVID-19 vaccine trials.  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) said the first vaccine could 

become available as early as the second week in December.   

 

Vaccines will take us one step closer to defeating this virus.  Until an effective vaccine 

is widely available, please continue to be vigilant and practice all safety precautions.   

 

 

 

COVID-19 & Crime 

The COVID-19 pandemic dramatically changed everyday life since March.  The 

combination of social distancing measures to limit disease transmission, 

unemployment, and months of daily life restrictions has been linked to an increase in 

crime and disorder.  

.  

 

file://///user2019/home$/loraa/My%20Documents/www.independenceohio.org


The Independence Police Department has always focused on ways to prevent and 

reduce crime.  They have stayed ahead of law enforcement trends and adopted new 

practices, technology, and sought solutions for today’s evolving public-safety 

challenges.  

 

Late last Friday night, Independence Police responded to a call of a disturbance near 

the Embassy Suites hotel.  Multiple officers were on the scene in less than two 

minutes.   

 

Police Chief Kilbane reports that a large group of people had booked a hotel room for a 

private party.  A fight began inside the room and spilled out into the parking lot.  An 

intoxicated, 20-something male allegedly began shooting, hitting some vehicles, and 

prompting partygoers to flee the scene.  Police arrested the suspected shooter and 

confiscated a handgun.  No one was injured.  

 

The public was never in danger.  The Police would have alerted residents using the 

City’s 24/7 emergency notification system if the incident posed a risk to others.  

 

I understand that it is alarming to see police cars racing to a scene.  However, some 

people posted misinformation on social media.  This only creates unnecessary panic 

and does not serve anyone.    

 

A Cuyahoga County grand jury has charged the suspect with felonious assault and 

carrying a concealed weapon without a permit.  The police investigation continues, and 

the grand jury may file additional charges.  

 

I want to remind residents that two weeks ago City Council moved quickly and 

approved funding for 30 surveillance cameras in the Rockside Road and Granger Road 

areas.  The City is also evaluating the need, cost, and potential locations for a remote 

police facility on Rockside Road.  These enhancements require time to evaluate the 

best way to invest taxpayer money in longer-term solutions rather than short-term 

fixes.   

 

In the meantime, please know that Independence Police continue to maximize 

resources to protect residents, businesses, and visitors.    

 

 

 

Shop Local This Saturday 

A reminder that Saturday, November 28, is 

Small Business Saturday. You can make a 

big impact and help small businesses 

overcome pandemic hardships by shopping 

and buying gift cards not just around the 

holidays but year-round.     

 

 



#SupportIndy 

 

The #SupportIndy yard signs will be available the first week of December at the 

Civic Center.  I hope residents and businesses will display the signs on their property 

or in their windows to promote the positive message that residents, businesses, and 

visitors are part of a resilient and strong community that supports one another.  The 

Economic Development team has begun distributing the Masks Are Required signs to 

local businesses.  

 

If you would like either sign, please email your name and contact information 

to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org. Both signs are also available for download on our 

website.    

 
 

Stuff the Ambulance Food Drive  

The Independence Fire Department’s annual “Stuff the Ambulance” Food Drive was a 

huge success.  The firefighters doubled the amount of food and money they usually 

collect and delivered 2,030 lbs. of food and $649.00 in donations to the South 

Hills Lend-A-Hand program.  This will help 73 families in Independence, Seven Hills, 

and Broadview Heights.   The City wants to thank everyone who donated food or 

money and a special thanks to Discount Drug Mart for their continued support.  

 

      Fire Chief Steve Rega, Dominic Canitia                  L-R Chris Hampton, Nick Loparo; Lt. Don Reis, 
                                                                    Asst. Fire Chief Jim Wheeler 
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Recreation Center Report 

The Recreation Department has completed multiple winterizing projects   Liberty 

Playground was power-washed and sealed with a concrete gloss sealer that has an anti-

slip additive. The outdoor pool was winterized and soccer goals, nets, anchors, and the 

ball diamond dugout covers and backstop screens have been put into storage until 

next season. Preparations have begun for the upcoming basketball season.  

 

 

Countdown to the Holiday Tree Lighting 

Preparations continue for this year’s drive-thru Holiday Tree Lighting on Saturday, 

December 5, from 6-7:30 PM.  All of the City Departments are working in concert to 

ensure that we follow necessary coronavirus restrictions and deliver a memorable and 

meaningful celebration. All the lights and decorations on Public Square and throughout 

Elmwood Park will be turned on at 5:30 PM. 

This year’s festivities are for residents only. It’s the only way we can manage all the 

moving parts, including traffic control, to make the night special. There is additional 

information in the December Independence Post.  
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CITY HALL IS CLOSED FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2020 

 

If you know someone who would like to receive Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Update, please 

ask them to send their name and email address to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org.  
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